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• Steve Brown—The Uranium Recovery Industry and
the Current Nuclear Renaissance – A Health Physicist’s
Perspective
• Peter Vernig—Dual Shielding for CT Units
• Deirdre Elder—Radiological Emergency Planning for
Health Care Facilities
• Jan Johnson—NORM Issues at a Rare Earth Facility
• Robert L. Morris—Neutron Dose Reconstruction
Methods at Mound Under Part B of the Energy Employ-
ees Compensation Act
• Lisa Manglass—First Generation Design and Testing
of a Tissue-Equivalent Proportional Counter for EVA on
the Moon
• Alan Morton—Radium Contamination of Rare Books

• Tom Borak—Ionizing Radiation Exposure of the
Population of the United States: An Update

HPS President-elect Howard Dickson was the guest
speaker for the chapter dinner. Over 40 members from
as far away as Casper, Wyoming, were able to attend.
The technical talks spurred some lively discussion
amongst all the members of the chapter. This meeting
gave members a chance to learn about the multiple and
diverse projects that are underway in the Rocky Moun-
tain region. For the CSU students, it was a great oppor-
tunity to meet and speak with practicing health physi-
cists. Many CSU alumni were able to attend the meeting,
adding an extra dimension to the student discussions
with members.                                                        

North Central Chapter

Leola DeKock

NCCHPS Spring 2009 Meeting Summary

The North Central Chapter of the Health Physics
Society (NCCHPS) spring meeting was held 17 April

2009, at the Gundersen Lutheran Medical Center,
LaCrosse, Wiscon-
sin. Chapter Presi-
dent-elect Glenn
Sturchio and Mary
Ellen Jafari, our
hosts for the
meeting, welcomed
the attendees and
thanked our affiliate
sponsors—Global

Dosimetry Solutions, Landauer, Inc., and DEG Techni-
cal Sales—for their support.

The numerous presentations were both interesting
and informative. Marcum Martz, a member of the
HPS Science Support Committee, presented a sum-
mary of the committee’s current activities. Mary
Ellen Jafari spoke on the topic of cardiac CT (com-

puted tomography)
dose evaluation and
patient dose
reduction with dual
source CT scan-
ners, specifically
during cardiac CT
scanner angiogra-
phy procedures.
   Professor Jeff
Bryan from the

University of Wisconsin–
LaCrosse spoke to the group
about his new book, Intro-
duction to Nuclear Science,
intended for students enrolled

in “nonscientist” programs. Christo-
pher Born, MD, of the Gundersen Eye
Institute, spoke on applied physics in
ophthalmology; he discussed the use
of lasers in ophthalmology.

The NCCHPS Business Meeting was
called to order by NCCHPS President Dan Miron. He
announced that Toni Velure, a teacher
at Meyer Middle School in River Falls,
Wisconsin, has been chosen to receive
the NCCHPS 2009 Science Teacher
Award.

Douglas M. Poland, attorney from
Godfrey & Kahn, SC, presented an
update on the Yucca Mountain
project. Poland represents the
Timbisha Shoshone Native American
tribe that resides in Death Valley. The group has filed
a stakeholder’s petition, contending that the Depart-
ment of Energy failed to consider cultural impact in
their environmental impact statement. The tribe’s

spiritual use of the groundwater is
dependent on the water purity and if
contaminated, the groundwater could
not be used for traditional purposes.
   Alan Daus made a presentation on
the shielding design for the
Gundersen Lutheran PET/CT Suite
that discussed the PET shielding
approaches used for its new
facility.                                  
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